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land. Sometimes the zamindar gives only Rs. 4 per annum for
two or three years. As noted above, the harwahas are all in-
debted, to a smaller or greater extent. When the debt is small,
say Rs. 20, and the harwaha wants to go to another zamindar in
the same locality or in a nearby place, he uses part of the sanwak
to repay the debt to his-old master. If, however, his new master
can give him the necessary protection the harwaha can straight
off repudiate his former debt. When the harwaha's debt is more
than Rs. 50, he seeks a new master in a distant place and does
not bother about repayment of old debt. The sanwak is never
repaid by a harwaha. In fact it goes on mounting steadily by
periodic additions of interest and fresh debt. It is by keeping
the harwaha always indebted that his services may be retained.
That these means are not always effective will be shown in
Chapter VII.

Harwaha's Holding

It has already been mentioned that the plots of land held
by harwahas are small. The actual size of a harwahas holding
depends upon the position of the zamindar, and the importance
of a harwaha to the zamindar. Moreover, the landlord sees to
it that the land at a harwaha's disposal does not take too much
of his time. Speaking generally, whenever the land held by a
harwaha family exceeds 1 bigha we are sure to find two or three
members of the same family working as harwahas. Some of
the occupancy 'and statutory tenants having tiny holdings may
take to harwahi either of their own accord1 or because they
have to do so.

Quality of Land

The quality of land held by harwahas need not be bad for
the harwaha must be able to get something out of it even with
the little time he can devote to its cultivation. This is obviously
necessary to keep the harwaha from running away. The har-
waha cultivates his holding with the zamindar's bullocks, giving
him in return his paddy or wheat stalks. A few harwaha fami-
lies, some of whose members do not work as harwahas, manage

1 This happens when the only way of getting more land for cultivation
is by doing harwahi.